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About ACfE

• The Atlantica Centre for Energy 
proactively engages with industry, 
government, the education and research 
sectors, and the public to foster 
sustainable growth related to energy 
opportunities in Atlantic Canada. 

• Work to improve energy literacy, 
facilitate dialogue across the energy 
sector, and foster partnerships in the 
region.



My background

• Grew up in New Brunswick but 
worked in Manitoba between 
2016 – 2021.

• Worked for a large national 
advocacy organization

• Worked for a New Brunswick 
Member of  Parliament from 
2010 – 2015.



Advice: What to do

• Solve a problem government(s) want an 
answer to.

• Find a partner or partners for your 
research (inside and outside of 
government)

• Keep your messaging simple. 



Takeaways from the Made-in-Manitoba Green Levy
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Advice: What NOT to do
• Don’t be deceptive. 

• Be forthcoming and honest.

• Don’t engage stakeholders too late. 
• Be proactive and inform parties that could be 

impacted by the changes you are encouraging.

• Don’t be too early or too late.
• Timing matters for when research or policy 

ideas are released.

• Don’t be inflexible.
• Be willing to adjust your policies to find 

longer-term consensus.

“In reality, Manitoba was 
never sufficiently the federal 
government’s concern. It was 
focused on getting emissions 
reductions in Ontario, Quebec 
and Alberta. Acceding to 
Manitoba’s pricing schedule 
would have compromised that 
goal... Political devotion to the 
framework ultimately trumped 
political pragmatism.”

- David McLaughlin



Thank you.

Learn more:

www.AtlanticaEnergy.org
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