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Overview

What We Seem to Know Well (and Are Doing)

Re-visit Social License and Social Acceptance

Considering Power and Justice

Recognizing Context

Moving with Intention



How have we
 Advanced Engagement 

Practices?

What’s new? 
What have we learned?



Start early

Transparency

Respect

Accountability

Inclusive Participation

Responsiveness

Appropriate Timelines

Renewable Energy:
Best Practices in Engagement

Whose Wind Is It?



Lessons from
Offshore Wind

Early initial engagement

Inclusive

Opportunities to learn

Opportunities to be involved 

Responsiveness

Importance of avoiding technical jargon

Community benefits



Student Feedback Community and 
Energy

Engage youth 
(youth 

committee)

Avoid 
assumptions

Host 
information 

dinner/
luncheon

Pop-up and 
mobile 

engagement 
opportunities

Virtual 
Workshops 
(build local/
community 

capacity)

Website- one 
stop updates 
(broad reach 

including 
newcomers)

Trauma 
informed 

approach (staff 
with training)

Feedback loop
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Mendelow's Power-Interest Matrix

• Identify stakeholders

• Determine interest (level of 

power/influence)

⚬ Mapping

• Stakeholder Analysis

• Stakeholder list 

⚬ Stakeholder info, up to 

date

Tools to Support Engagement:



Source: Ian Thomson, Robert G. Boutilier, 2011,Modelling And Measuring The Social 
License To Operate: Fruits Of A Dialogue Between Theory And Practice

Evolution of the Social License:

Where Does “Social License” Come From?



Elements of Social Acceptance:

Well-being
• Standard of living
• Quality of life
• Health, lights, noise & shadow flicker
• Valuation of ecosystems

Policies & Strategies
• National framework incentive programs
• Spatial planning
• Local implementation policy

Procedural Design
• Regulatory requirements
• Fair and transparent processes
• The role of public engagement
• Provisions for cultural history/local context

Distributional Justice
• Ownership models
• Regional welfare
• Creation of win-win situations

Implementation Strategies
• Visualization
• Social marketing/communication
• Checklists/guidelines
• Practical application of scientific results

International Energy Agency Task 28
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Considering 
Power, Justice, & 

Equity

International Renewable Energy Agency: World 
Energy Transitions Outlook 2024



Context:

“Everyone wins when nobody gets left behind”

Energy Poverty:



Building 
Social 

Acceptance 
of Offshore 

Wind Energy

• Community pride
• Community ownership/partnerships
• Meaningful benefits
• Reconciliation
• Affirms sense of place/place attachment
• Affirms/values rural identities

•   Jobs
•   Taxes
•   Supply chain
•   Trade
•   Investment
•   Partnerships

•  Energy secure (Being)
•  Alleviate/address energy poverty
•  Mental health (livelihood)
•  Ecological grief (esp. w/youth)

•  Skill development
•  Career development
•  NSCC and Universities
•  Transition (just)
•  Offshore Wind Challenge (Cove)

Community Empowerment

Community Wellness (Health)

Community Economic Development

Community Learning



Advancing Engagement 
Practices in Offshore Wind

How can we build an offshore wind energy 
industry that supports a Just Transition?

How can we build an offshore wind 
energy industry that is cognizant of 
context and affirms identity, sovereignty, 
and community pride?

How will the offshore wind energy industry 
develop deliberatively and with intention?

Bill C-50: The Sustainable Jobs Act



Thank You
Contact:

John Colton

 Community Development

 Acadia University

john.colton@acadiau.ca
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