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OCEAN ECONOMY

Offshore Wind Energy

Global OSW 
capacity is 
projected to rise 
from 68 GW in 2023 
to nearly 2000 GW 
by 2050.

Global
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Canada
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Nova Scotia

https://www.globalseafood.org/advocate/financing-a-sustainable-ocean-economy/



PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE & CONFLICT

What We Heard in Nova Scotia
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Jurisdiction and sovereignty

Climate changelivelihood

Marine environments and wildlife

OSW in Nova Scotia

Hywind Scotla nd Pilot Park

Operational
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fa rm , Un it e d  Kingd om
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Global OSW Experiences

Ne w J e rse y's  Offshore  
Wind  Program

Stalled

Port  St e p he ns  /  Hun t e r 
Offshore  Wind  in  Aust ra lia

Initial stage



SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Q1: What Social infrastructure gaps exist across Nova Scotia?

Q2: Where are the areas of greatest need?

Q3: Which demographic and economic groups are experiencing these gaps? 



Social Infrastructures

1.Public schools 
2.Healthcare facilities
3.Nursing homes
4.Fire stations
5.Police stations
6.Access to ports
7.Community centers
8.Libraries
9.Post offices
10.Main grid electricity network availability

Population and economic profile

1.Children (0 -14 yrs)
2.Elders (65+ yrs)
3.Indigenous identities
4.Visible minorities
5.Immigrants
6.Religious affiliation
7.Illiteracy rates
8.Average household size
9.Low-income measure after tax (LIM -AT)
10.Unemployment rate
11.Self -employed women
12.Home ownership
13.Housing unsuitability

Data integration and Gap definition Mapping social infrastructure inequity Profiling exposed population groups

Census Canada &
ArcGIS Online data source

Canadian and International standards

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

RESEARCH METHODS



RESULTS:

Q1. What Social infrastructure gaps exist 
across Nova Scotia?



Total SI gap score                                                                                                           Hotspot analysis of total SI gaps

RESULTS:
Q2. Where are the areas of greatest need?
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RESULTS:
Q3. Which demographic and economic groups are experiencing 
these gaps?

Cluster one: Cape Breton Island



Com m unity  c enter gap

Im
m

igrants

Elders (+
65)

Self-em
ployed wom

en

Renters

M
inority religions

Average household size

Children (-14)

Housing unsuitability

Unem
ploym

ent rate

Illiteracy rate

Low incom
e (LIM

-AT
)

Visible m
inority

Indigenous identity

L ib rary gap

Pol ice s ta tion gap

Nurs ing hom e gap

Elec tric i ty gap

Ports  gap

Fi re  sta tion gap

Pos t o ffic e gap

Hos pi tal  gap

Sc hool gap

RESULTS:
Q3. Which demographic and economic groups are experiencing 
these gaps?

Cluster two: Eastern shore zone
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RESULTS:
Q3. Which demographic and economic groups are experiencing 
these gaps?

Cluster three: The north of the Bay of 
Fundy and the Annapolis Valley
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RESULTS:
Q3. Which demographic and economic groups are experiencing 
these gaps?

Cluster four: Southwestern counties



DISCUSSION

1. SI gaps mostly cluster in rural communities, with fewer concentrations in urban areas.

2. High-gap communities show three social themes: economic and educational 

disadvantages, cultural and identity marginalization, and demographic and household 

pressures.

3. Equity and social impact assessments are necessary for a successful energy transition.

4. Further studies should center local and Indigenous perspectives on SI gaps, rather than 

relying solely on quantitative data.
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